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Introduction

A general discussion of the nature and scope of the common haemoglobin disorders.

Inherited Disorders of Haemoglobin 

Haemoglobin: Structure, Function and Genetic Control

Classification of the Haemoglobinopathies

Clinical Features


Structural variants: sickle cell disease, others


Thalassaemias

A simple description of the genetics of haemoglobin, a classification of the haemoglobin disorders and a brief outline of their major clinical features.

World Distribution and Frequency

An attempt to collate what is known about the world distribution and frequency of the haemoglobinopathies.

Anticipated Health Burden Caused by Haemoglobinopathies for Developing Countries

Current and anticipated estimates of the financial burden to healthcare programmes caused by these diseases.

Control

Ethical and Social Issues

Screening

Technology, Organisation

Counselling.  Training Requirements

Prenatal Diagnosis.  Methods, Results, and Implications for Control

Management

Sickle Cell Disease

Thalassaemia

Organisational Issues


Centres.  Staffing, training, equipment, numbers


Implications for Blood Transfusion Services


The role of local networking

A discussion of the basic requirements for the control and management of these conditions in a most efficient and cost effective manner.

Implications of the Development of National Programmes for the Control and Treatment of Haemoglobinopathies

A discussion of the clinical and economic consequences of developing national programmes for the control and treatment of the haemoglobin disorders together with a brief outline of some of the ethical issues involved.

Relationship to Other Genetic Services

A brief outline of how the development of these services can form the basis for other clinical genetic services in the developing countries.

Areas of Research Requiring Urgent Action

A brief discussion of areas requiring urgent research, and notably the prospects for their radical cure or more effective longterm control.

Summary of Recommendations

