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1. The MDG Health Challenge

This section will:  define the MDGs and the major determinants and corresponding intermediate indicators;  explain why the MDGs matter and how the poverty and health, nutrition and population MDGs are interrelated;  and, show different scenarios between 2000 and 2015, including a status quo scenario. A brief  section on the MDG plus agenda (other major health outcomes such as non communicable diseases and injury) will be included.

Key messages are: 

· Growth alone will not help achieve the MDGs for the majority of developing countries. 

· Targeting of publicly financed service delivery will help achieve the MDGs (common finding in Bank financed MDG economic and sector work in countries to date). 

· Current trends will not achieve the MDGs; actions have to be scaled up to make progress towards the MDGs in all population groups. These actions include strengthening of institutional capacity, including human resources, efficiency in service provision, sustainable financing  (common finding in country status reports in sub-Saharan Africa). 

· MDGs are relevant in all regions as shown by distributional analysis;  the MDG “Plus” are priorities for countries in demographic, epidemiological and nutritional transition.

2. Scaling up: Identifying interventions and removing constraints to achieving the MDGs

This section will:  define the key interventions for achieving the health related MDGs;  discuss what it takes to increase demand among the poor for the key interventions; and, review what the major constraints are at different levels of action, i.e. at macro level (policies, governance), at health systems level (including other sectors’ influences), and at the household and community level. This section will refer to the DCPP sections dealing with the key interventions, delivery strategies and core functions necessary to scale up;  a summary table will show core interventions for each MDG and where they are further discussed in the DCP2. 

Country examples will be given on how to identify and budget for removal of constraints and what it cost (exampled might include Mauritania, Mali, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, states in India, Ethiopia)

Key messages are:  

· The key determinants, a core set of interventions (household behaviors/preventive and clinical services) and corresponding indicators are known and well defined – prioritizing, increasing and measuring coverage of those services will help achieve and monitor progress towards the MDGs

· The major constraints across all MDGs are the lack of managerial capacity, developing and retaining a quality workforce, access to essential drugs and supplies, sustainable financing and additional resources. 

3. What it cost and how to ensure sustainable financing

This section will summarize different costing methods (provide the pros and cons) that are being applied for the budgeting of the MDGs in countries. It will review the options for sustainable financing mechanisms for achieving the MDGs.

Key messages are:

· A focus on removing key constraints is a proven pragmatic and feasible approach to budget for scaling up to achieve the MDGs (it links coverage of interventions and delivery strategies with budgeting processes and impact measures)

· Sustainable financing is critical to achieving and sustaining the health-related MDGs

4. Summary MDG Chapter Key messages:

· With current trends the MDGs will be missed by most developing countries

· Accelerating progress towards the MDGs is feasible by increasing and measuring coverage of  core interventions 

· Identifying and removing health systems constraints are central to achieving the MDGs

· Additional resources are needed but not sufficient; more efficient use of existing resources is also needed

· To achieve and sustain progress towards the MDGs, sustainable financing options must be assessed, and the most feasible mechanism identified and applied  

Sources: We will draw on the World Bank MDG ESW, the CMH, the MP taskforce products and other sources of information. We will also use information and data from existing country case studies. We will refer to other chapters of the DCP2 dealing with individual interventions and key obstacles/constraints

Consultation: We will organize an informal consultation on MDGs at the Bank in November/December, to discuss this chapter, inviting the Millennium Project (relevant taskforces), the MDG ESW team of the Bank and others involved in MDG analytical work. The consultation will include a brainstorm on what and how to scale up to achieve the MDGs – what we know and do not know – yet. 

