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Listening to what scientists say

By Barack Obama

Whether it’s the science to slow global warming; the
technology to protect our troops and confront bioterror
and weapons of mass destruction; the research to find
life-saving cures; or the innovations to remake our
industries and create 21st Century jobs—today, more
than ever before, science holds the key to our survival
as a planet and our security and prosperity as a
nation.

It’s time we once again put science at the top of our
agenda and worked to restore America’s place as the
world leader in science and technology.

Right now, in labs, classrooms and companies across
America, our leading minds are hard at work chasing
the next big idea, on the cusp of breakthroughs that
could revolutionize our lives.

But history tells us that they can’t do it alone. From
landing on the moon, to sequencing the human
genome, to inventing the Internet, America has been
the first to cross that new frontier because we had
leaders who paved the way: leaders like President
Kennedy, who inspired us to push the boundaries of
the known world and achieve the impossible; leaders
who not only invested in our scientists, but who
respected the integrity of the scientific process.

Because the truth is that promoting science isn’t just
about providing resources—it’s about protecting free
and open inquiry. It’s about ensuring that facts and
evidence are never twisted or obscured by politics or
ideology.

It’s about listening to what our scientists have to say,
even when it’s inconvenient—especially when it’s
inconvenient. Because the highest purpose of science
is the search for knowledge, truth and a greater
understanding of the world around us.

That will be my goal as President of the United States.
We will seek to draw on the power of science to both
meet our challenges across the globe and revitalize our
economy here at home.

I am confident that if we recommit ourselves to
discovery; if we support science education to create the
next generation of scientists and engineers right here
in America; if we have the vision to believe and invest
in things unseen, then we can lead the world into a
new future of peace and prosperity.

(Barack Obama is president of the United States. This
column is condensed from his radio address to the
nation Dec. 20, 2008. http://tinyurl.com/ 8tgukp)
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Fifth annual PEPFAR report released

The fifth annual report = =
of the President’s s
Emergency Plan for s40
AIDS Relief says the 500
program will continue ’
to address

implementation

research in the future
through its Public

Health Evaluation

unit. “Because of its size and scope, PEPFAR offers unique
opportunities to address and resolve issues related to the
implementation of scientifically sound, cost-effective
programs,” the report said. http://tinyurl.com/ 9xxgjs

Unicef: Maternal death rates too high

The average lifetime risk of a woman dying from
complications related to pregnancy or
childbirth in a less-developed country is 300
times greater than in an industrialized
country, says Unicef. “No other mortality rate
is so unequal,” it says, pegging the number of
such deaths at about 1,500 a day. For the
executive summary of “The State of the
World’s Children 2009: Maternal and
Newborn Health,” visit http://

tinyurl.com/ 6tbpyw
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Federal PEPFAR spending
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Kids are new face of Cambodian AIDS
“Children are the new face of Cambodia’s
HIV/AIDS prevention efforts,” reports the
Phnom Penh Post, based on new statistics
from 2008, showing “unchecked mother-tol]
child transmission.” In the first nine
months of 2008, more than 2,900 children
received antiretroviral drugs, compared to
1,800 children in all of 2007, said Dr. Mean
Chi Vun, director of the National Center for
HIV/AIDS, Dermatology and STDs.

Photo by World Bank i .
http:/ / tinyurl.com/8776jy

Progress made against two diseases

A worldwide effort to eradicate Guinea
worm disease is 99.7 percent successful,
according to data released by the CDC.
Only Ethiopia, southern Sudan, northern
Ghana and eastern Mali still are reporting
cases.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
Rotary International, the United Kingdom
and Germany have committed $630
million to eradicate polio, which still
persists in Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and
Pakistan.

Photo: Unicef
Clean water
pumped in Niger
reduced Guinea
worm disease.
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Zerhouni joins Gates, Lasker foundations

Former NIH Director Dr. Elias A.
Zerhouni has joined the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation as a senior fellow to
help identify challenges in global health.
"Doctor Zerhouni has an extraordinary
record of championing breakthrough
science that leads to tangible health
benefits for people in need," said Dr.
Tachi Yamada, president of the
foundation's Global Health Program.

= Zerhouni also has been elected to the
board of the Albert and Mary Lasker
Foundation, which presents the prestigious Lasker Awards
recognizing the world's leaders in basic and clinical medical
research and individuals with outstanding public service.

First lady of Senegal tours Clinical Center

Viviane Wade, the first lady of Senegal,
toured the NIH Clinical Center recently.
Presentations, including one by Fogarty’s
Dr. James Herrington, focused on the
burden of cancer in Africa, an overview of
Fogarty and the National Cancer Institute,
cancer control planning and affordable
cervical cancer screening in Senegal.

Syrian tobacco research grantee cited

The Syrian Center for Tobacco Studies,
created with a Fogarty grant in 2002, has
won an award as the Best Medical College/
Institute or Center in the Arab world. The
award is sponsored by Sheikh Hamdan bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, the deputy ruler of
Dubai, to provide an incentive for the
! development of research and health

I education in the Arab world. The main
grantee is Dr. Wasim Maziak of the
University of Memphis, who heads the
Center, which collaborates with Virginia Commonwealth
University, Aleppo University and the Syrian Society Against
Cancer. Each of three winners is awarded about $83,000.

Fogarty’s Liu featured in WHO Bulletin

Fogarty program officer Dr. Xingzhu
Liu was featured in a recent issue of
the Bulletin of the World Health
Organization for his work as a
“barefoot doctor” in rural China
during the Cultural Revolution. The
term refers to the young rural doctors
who provided primary care with few
medical resources at hand. In the
article, Liu said short-term training in
specific areas of primary and
preventive health can be a model for
low-income regions. http://tinyurl.com/ 7gtmdh

[—

Gardner a global health ambassador

Dr. Pierce Gardner, a medical professor at Stony Brook
University and a long-time Fogarty adviser, is one of 25
leading experts named as advocacy “ambassadors” by
the Paul G. Rogers Society for Global Health Research,
an affiliate of Research!America.

Among other current or former
Fogarty grantees or collaborators
named as global health
ambassadors include: Dr. Barry
Beaty, Colorado State University;
Dr. David Bloom, Harvard School of
Public Health; Dr. Daniel G. Colley,
University of Georgia; Dr. Patricia
Hibberd, Tufts University; Dr.
Adnan A. Hyder, Johns Hopkins
University; Dr. James W. Kazura,
Case Western Reserve University
School of Medicine; Dr. Richard R.
Love, The Ohio State University; and Dr. Steven G.
Reed, Infectious Disease Research Institute.

Bioethicist calls for U.S. policy change

Fogarty bioethics grantee Dr. Eric M. Meslin co[]
authored an article in the Jan. 3
issue of The Lancet calling for the
administration to suspend a ruling
from last year scrapping U.S.
participation in the 1964 Declaration
of Helsinki that established global
ethical standards for human
research. Last August, the United
States chose to adopt principles of
the International Conference on
Harmonization’s Guideline for Good
Clinical Practice, which Meslin and
his co-authors said is “a less morally authoritative
document.”

Breman recounts role in Ebola outbreak

Fogarty Senior Scientific Advisor Dr. Joel Breman was
quoted in the New York Times obituary of Dr. William T.
Close, who with Breman and others,
successfully fought the 1976
outbreak of Ebola hemorrhagic fever
| in Zaire (now Congo.) Close, 84, died
_ in Wyoming in January a week after
making his last house call.

According to the Times, Breman and
a colleague from CDC were flying to
the country when Close overheard
their discussion and asked to join in.
Breman’s reminiscences also were published in the Los
Angeles Times, Washington Post and Denver Post. He was
also interviewed by the BBC’s “The World.”

http:/ / tinyurl.com/cbmw52

Fogarty International Center



Global Health Matters

Page 16

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Program Contact Receipt date Eligibility
Informatics Training for Global Flora Katz, Ph.D. April 3, 2009 Foreign institutions that train rel’
Health (ITGH) (D43) katzf@mail.nih.gov searchers in informatics to build cal]

pacity for global health research in
low- and middle-income countries
through collaborative or direct
awards. The primary foreign institull
tion must have two active NIH rel]
search or research training awards
and an additional two NIH or equivall
lent research or research training
awards. Any foreign institution may
participate in only a single applicall

Research Award (FIRCA-BB)
(RO3)

tion.
Brain Disorders in the Developl! |Kathleen Michels, Ph.D. May 15, 2009 Collaborative researchers in capacity-
ing World (BRAIN — Non AIDS) michelsk@mail.nih.gov building projects on nervous system
(RO1) and (R21) disorders relevant to low- and middle-
income countries.
Fogarty International Research Kathleen Michels, Ph.D. May 28, 2009 Scientists with an active NIH-funded
Collaboration — Basic Biomedical | FIRCA@nih.gov research grant and who want to initil

ate/extend international research coll]
laborations in biomedical research.
NOTICE: Applications are encouraged
for research collaboration with investil]
gators in sub-Saharan African coun(]
tries.

—

Visit: www.fic.nih.gov/funding
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NIH recovery funding

The economic recovery act designates $10.4 billion to the NIH,
most of it for new research to be conducted in the next two years.
(See p. 1) . Details are available at www.nih.gov and
wwuw.fic.nih.gov.

Please tell us what you think

Global Health Matters is serving an ever more diverse readership within
the expanding global health community—grantees, trainees, students,
scientists in other disciplines, government agencies, sister Institutes/
Centers, policy makers and the public.

To help us serve you better, please take a moment to let us know what
we do well and what we could being doing to keep you better informed.

Please drop a note about anything in Global Health Matters—story
selection, writing, photos, headlines, style—to editor Ira Allen at
alleni@mail.nih.gov

Fogarty International

Center www.fic.nih.gov




