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An agreement announced by former NIH Director Dr.
Elias Zerhouni just before his departure will make it
easier for U.S. scientists to participate in international
collaborations funded by the European Commission.

In a joint letter to the editor of Science Magazine, Zerhouni
and his counterpart, Dr. Janez Poto¢nik, commissioner for
science and research for the European Union, announced
elimination of ambiguous wording in the Europeans’ rules
that had limited American participation in joint studies to
those funded only by U.S. dollars. (See “Guest Opinion” on

p. 14.)

As a result, American scientists will, for the first time, not

EU gives U.S. scientists piece of the pie

For years, European researchers have been able to
compete for NIH biomedical and behavioral research
grants directly and in joint projects with Americans.

Dr. James Herrington, head of Fogarty’s Division of
International Relations, estimated that as much as $7
billion would be potentially available to American
scientists. “This isn’t just about leveling the playing field,
but about recognizing that research is increasingly
complex and reliant on cooperation across disciplines and
across borders,” he said.

Zerhouni and Potoc¢nik characterized the agreement as one
“to reinforce our mutual interest in scientific collaboration.

Union investigators.

only be eligible to participate in European Commission-
supported research projects, but also receive funds from
the EC if they are part of a consortium with European

We believe that greater trans-Atlantic cooperation and
smarter competition in science will lead to faster
breakthroughs in health research, and ultimately to a

better quality of life for the citizens of the world.”

Academics form global health consortium

eaders from 20 top North

American universities agreed
recently to promote collaboration in
global health research, training and
practice.

First proposed in 2004 by Dr. Gerald
Keusch, associate provost for global
health at Boston University and a
former Fogarty director, the Univerl]
sity Consortium for Global Health
was launched this fall with the
simple vision to “make the university
a transforming force in global health.”

Fogarty Deputy Director Dr. Michael
Johnson attended the organizing
meeting, noting later that “Fogarty
grants have played an important role
in the development of global health
centers.

A consortium of such centers seems
to be a natural outgrowth of the
Fogarty Frameworks program to get
researchers from many disciplines
out of their silos, working together,
and into the field—their fields and
their colleagues’ fields.”

This was the third discussion held to
develop such an academic partner-
ship—a 2007 meeting settled on 10
principles that this year’s executive
committee adopted—and the 53 par-

ticipants immediately agreed to open
the consortium eventually to univer-
sities in other parts of the world and
strive for greater gender, ethnic and
geographical diversity in its own lead-
ership.

The consortium hopes to help unify the
field of global health.

The September consortium launch
included 20 global health programs
at North American universities that
met criteria established by the
initiators: a commitment of
institutional resources and a director
reporting to the central ad-
ministration; interdisciplinary
involvement of more than one
academic school; activities that in-
clude education, training, research
and health service delivery; and es-
tablished international partnerships.

Despite an explosion in student and
faculty interest in global health, es-
tablishing a solid academic base
faces challenges, organizers said, not

the least of which is an agreed-upon
definition of global health.

Also, they said, there is no standard-
ized curriculum or set of core compe
tencies, “field placement of students
has been chaotic” and little coordina-
tion exists between “north” universilJ
ties working in the global “south” to
avoid duplication and promote coll]
laboration.

Dr. Haile Debas hosted the meeting
at the University of California, San
Francisco, which was supported by a
grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation.

He urged participants to move
beyond their individual disciplines
and “create a big global health tent
that can house all of us, promote col-
laboration and dispel the disciplinary
turf battles that have divided us.”

The consortium’s initial members are:
Boston University, Brown, Case
Western Reserve, Cornell, Duke,
Emory, Harvard, Johns Hopkins,
McGill, Notre Dame, UCSF,
University of Alabama at
Birmingham, Michigan, North
Carolina, Penn, University of Toronto,
Virginia, University of Washington,
Vanderbilt and Washington State.
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Global Health Matters

Guest Opinion
By Elias A. Zerhouni and Janez Poto¢nik

Global collaborations are essential

The National Institutes of Health and the European
Commission recently decided to reinforce our mutual
interest in scientific collaboration. We believe that greater
trans-Atlantic cooperation and smarter competition in
science will lead to faster breakthroughs in health research,
and ultimately to a better quality of life for the citizens of
the world.

The NIH has a long tradition of funding collaborations
between U.S. and European scientists. To this end, the NIH
recently clarified its policies for funding global
collaborations.

And on 3 September 2008, the European Commission
published a new call for proposals within the health theme
of its Seventh Framework Programme for Research and
Development. For the first time, the EC has announced
that researchers working in U.S. institutions are eligible not
only to participate in EC-supported research projects, but
also to receive funds from the EC if they are part of a
consortium with European Union investigators.

We live at a time of great scientific opportunity, where
global collaborations are essential for facilitating scientific
discoveries aimed at improving public health. As science
has become more complex, so has the need for both
specialization and multidisciplinary approaches to problem-
solving.

While discovery increasingly depends on a new level of
collaboration, it also depends on expertise, which may not
reside within one country or even within one continent.

A prime example of global collaboration is the tremendously
successful Human Genome Project, which reached its goals
ahead of time and under budget.

Similarly, global collaboration is essential to the conduct of
clinical trials and genetic research, where disease
prevalence in a given region enables research that could
otherwise not be conducted in the confines of a single
country.

We hope that our initiative, aimed at opening our research
programs, will serve as a launch pad for wider and more
intense U.S.-EU cooperation in health as well as in other
areas of research.

This is an historic step for our institutions today, and we
are confident that it will also prove to be a significant step
for the future of science.

Elias A Zerhouni was director of the National Institutes of Health
Jfrom 2002-2008. Janez Potocnik is commissioner for science and
research, Science and Research European Union.
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Global Health Briefs

Bed net use up, but many still at risk

A study on insecticide-treated bednet use in 40 African
countries from 2000-2007 has found that protection for
children increased from 1.8 percent to 18.5 percent,
leaving 89.6 million children at risk for malaria. Usage
was higher in countries where distribution was free,
according to the article in the Nov. 18 issue of The
Lancet. http://tinyurl.com/ 6lhtuk

(See related story, this issue of GHM, p. 10)

Measles mortality drops worldwide

A worldwide effort to combat measles resulted in a 74
percent reduction in fatalities between 2000 and 2007.
The report comes from the Measles Initiative, composed
of the American Red Cross, the CDC, the UN Foundation,
UNICEF and WHO. In the region including Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Somalia and Sudan, measles mortality fell 90
percent. Details are available at http://

tinyurl.com/ 6yvsh4

Nearly half of XDR-TB cases are fatal

A recent article in the American Journal of Respiratory
and Critical Care Medicine has found that 49 percent of
those infected with extensively drug-resistant
tuberculosis will die from it. By contrast, multi-drug
resistant TB has a fatality rate of 19 percent. XDR-TB is
particularly prevalent in Eastern Europe, China and
India and, according to WHO, drug-resistant TB of any
variety now accounts for about 5 percent of all new TB
cases reported each year.

http:/ / tinyurl.com/ Swabhg

Global Fund adopts new drug financing
The board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria has adopted a new financing
method to get anti-malarial drugs into poor countries—
by relying on the market system instead of grants to
governments. Under the plan, as reported by Science
magazine, drug companies would sell to regional
wholesalers at a fraction of the cost—the difference being
made up by the Fund. Wholesalers would then pass the
lower-cost drugs down the supply chain to retailers in
remote villages. http://tinyurl.com/6agfby

Can you hear me now?

A public health campaign featuring a cellular ringtone
that chirps “condom, condom” may be responsible for an
85 million increase in condom sales in India, according
to the country’s National AIDS Control Organization. The
campaign also includes mass media advertisements that
have reached 150 million men, including migrant
workers who engage the services of commercial sex
workers. Sujatha Rao, head of NACO, said the
prostitutes report men "would rather pay more than use
a condom."

http:/ / tinyurl.com/ 6zb2ug
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PEOPLE

Daschle named secretary of DHHS
President-elect Barack Obama has
selected former Sen. Tom Daschle
as secretary of health and human
services. In addition to heading the
department, Daschle also will serve
as Obama’s White House adviser on
health reform. Daschle said his role
would be “not just implementing
reform but helping to generate it” as
well as supporting the “researching
the cures of tomorrow.”

CNN series features Dr. Nathan Wolfe

Dr. Nathan Wolfe, a Fogarty and NIH grantee, was
PETTITN featured on CNN’s “Planet in Peril”

’ series recently as Anderson Cooper
traveled with him through the jungles
' of Cameroon following small game
hunters. In a time of rising food
prices, the bush meat feeds their
families and can be sold in urban
areas. But the contact between
hunter and animal is a leading cause
of new viruses that can spread
around the world in hours. Wolfe also
spoke at a Fogarty-sponsored
symposium at the American Society of Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene (see p. 4)

Grantee can be heard on mollusk podcast
Dr. Margo G. Haygood of the Oregon Health & Science
University, who recently won a $4
million award from Fogarty and
other federal agencies, explained
her project of studying sea snails
and shipworms on a podcast
produced by Genetic Engineering
and Biotechnology News. Her work
in the Philippines— is “right smack
in the center of the region of
highest marine biodiversity on
earth.” Hear the podcast at http://
tinyurl.com/ 5z23gh

Rosenthal speaks on biodiversity value
Dr. Joshua Rosenthal, Fogarty’s deputy
director of international training and
research, was part of a symposium panel
at the recent National Council for Science
and the Environment biodiversity
conference.

He spoke on the value of biodiversity to
the search for new medicines and
therapies and the role of animals, plants,
and microbes in understanding human
physiology, disease and dysfunction.

Birnbaum returns to head NIEHS

Dr. Linda Birnbaum, a microbiologist
and president-elect of the International
Union of Toxicology, will become director
of the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences in
January. Birnbaum has served as a
federal scientist for nearly 29 years—the
first ten of those at NIEHS—and most
recently as a senior adviser at the
Environmental Protection Agency, where
she served for 16 years as director of the
Experimental Toxicology Division. She succeeds Dr. David
Schwartz.

Rockey designated acting head of OER
Dr. Sally Rockey has been named
Acting Director of the NIH Office of
Extramural Affairs. She joined the
NIH in late January 2005 as the OER
deputy director. Previously, she was
chief information officer at the
Cooperative State Research,
Education and Extension Service of
the Agriculture Department. At OER,
Rockey led the transition from paper
to electronic applications and served
as the NIH research integrity officer.

Sabin Institute names new chairman
Retired businessman and philanthropist Morton P.
Hyman has been named chair of the Sabin Vaccine
Institute, succeeding founding
president Dr. Philip K. Russell.

“Mort Hyman's election as board
chair comes at an opportune time as
we expand our activities into multil]
dimensional aspects of neglected
tropical and other infectious
diseases,” says President Dr. Peter
Hotez, a member of Fogarty’s
advisory board.

UNAIDS gets new executive director
United National Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon has
named Michel Sidibe of Mali as
the new executive director of
UNAIDS, succeeding Peter Piot as
of Jan. 1. Piot announced his
retirement earlier in 2008 after
13 years in the post.

“He brings a wealth of experience
together with a firm commitment
to human rights and to greater
involvement of people living with
or affected by HIV-AIDS,” Ban
said.
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

International Rel Barbara Sina, Ph.D. January Postdoctoral biomedical, epidemiological, clinical,

search Scientist Del Barbara_sina@nih.gov | 16, 2009 social and behavioral scientists in the formative

velopment Award stages of their careers to conduct research in devell

(IRSDA) oping countries.

International Rel Kathleen Michels, January Scientists with an active NIH-funded research grant

search Collaboration — | Ph.D. 28, 2009 and who want to initiate/extend international re(]

Basic Biomedical Re| FIRCA@nih.gov search collaborations in biomedical research.

search Award

Brain Disorders in the | Kathleen Michels, May 15, This program supports collaborative research and

Developing World Ph.D. 2009 capacity-building projects on nervous system disor(]

(BRAIN) (R21) michelsk@mail.nih.gov ders throughout life and is relevant to low- and mid[]
dle-income countries. Funded projects focus on
nervous system disorders, function and impairment
throughout life. R21 grants provide support to con(]
duct pilot studies and to organize, plan for, prepare,
and assemble an application for more comprehen(]
sive RO1 grants that incorporate research, research
training and capacity-building.

Brain Disorders in the | Kathleen Michels, May 15, This program supports collaborative research and

Developing World Ph.D. 2009 capacity building projects on nervous system disor[]

(BRAIN) (RO1) michelsk@mail.nih.gov ders throughout life and is relevant to low- and mid[]
dle-income countries. Funded projects focus on
nervous system disorders, function and impairment
throughout life. RO1 awards involve substantial coll]
laboration between developed and developing coun(]
try investigators and incorporate research, research
training and capacity building.

International Re- Kathleen Michels, May 28, Scientists with an active NIH-funded research grant

search Collaboration — | Ph.D. 2009 who want to initiate or extend international research

Basic Biomedical Re[] FIRCA@nih.gov collaborations in biomedical research.

search Award
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Abstracts sought for IAS conference

The deadline for abstract submission, registration and exhibition

ba@mail.ni information is Feb. 25, 2009, for the Sth International AIDS Society
[ S Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention. It will be held
in Cape Town, South Africa, July 19-22, 2009.
Editor: Ira R. Allen P Y
alleni@mail.nih.gov To access or create a conference profile and submit an abstract:
http:// www.ias2009.org/ subpage.aspx?pageld=355
Contributing Writer: Jeff Gray

Abstract submission guidelines, program tracks and other abstract related
information are available at:

E-newsletter Designer: Shari Grabill
http:// www.ias2009.org/ mainpage.aspx’pageld=334
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